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Bibby Offshore Hosts Visit
by Senior UK Minister
Aberdeen-based subsea installation contractor Bibby Offshore recently hosted a visit by the Secretary of
State for Scotland, Rt. Hon. Michael Moore MP, as part of a fact-finding mission on the energy sector in the
city, in conjunction with Oil & Gas UK.
He joined senior representatives from
Bibby Offshore for a tour of Aberdeen
harbour and heard how the company
has successfully grown both in the UK
North Sea and internationally with plans
for further expansion.
Bibby Offshore Managing Director
Fraser Moonie said: “We were delighted
to have the opportunity to host the visit
by a senior minister from the UK cabinet
with influence over future energy policy.

“Activity in the North Sea is strong
and we expect it to continue to
be so, while our international
operations are also growing. As
a result, we have continued our
investment programme in vessels
and the necessary recruitment
in people to support the growth
within the business.
“We recruited approximately 75 new
staff in Aberdeen last year and plan to
add a further 70 this year thanks to our
investment in new tonnage serving the
North Sea market. We now have more
than 200 onshore and 450 offshore staff
based out of Aberdeen, Singapore and
Trinidad. To accommodate the ongoing
increase in staff numbers and services,

we are moving to new purpose-built
headquarters in the Aberdeen area in
2013.’’
The Minister also met graduates Katie
Roberts and Charlie Jordan who
joined Bibby Offshore as part of its
Bibby Academy initiative to add to the
talent within the business. It involves
a graduate recruitment programme,
attracting and retraining personnel from
other industries via a skills conversion
course and supporting ongoing staff
training and development.
Mr Moonie continued: “Our business
is about people and one of our core
values is to realise their talent and
empower them to achieve. There are
well-documented skills challenges

facing our industry and we are working
to overcome them through our Bibby
Academy initiative and the skills
conversion courses. Any support and
initiatives available at both local and
national government level would clearly
be welcomed in order to help meet the
employment demand.”
The Secretary of State for Scotland,
Michael Moore, said: “The oil and gas
sector is of immense importance to
our economy and it is important that
we support a business environment
which creates stability and investment
confidence and leads to growth and
jobs. The UK Government is working to
support the industry and I was glad to
hear about Bibby’s recent successes
first hand in Aberdeen today.”

Rt. Hon. Michael Moore MP (left) and Bibby Offshore Managing Director Fraser Moonie (right)

Bowtech Products Supply HD Cameras for Prestigious & Challenging
Pipeline Survey Project in Brazil
Bowtech Products Ltd has announced that they have supplied an imaging system for the first pipeline survey ever to be
carried out using High Definition (HD) cameras, for a major operator in Brazil.
This high profile survey of 2,600km of pipelines, from a few metres
depth to the deepest well in Brazil, was carried out by a major
subsea player from their flagship survey vessel. This project is being
watched closely by major oil and gas operators, who are interested
to use HD cameras for future pipeline surveys.

to Brazil, where he visited Petrobras in person. This was a highly
successful meeting, which resulted in HD vision being specified for
the survey and ultimately Bowtech winning the subsea vision system
contract for the pipeline survey. This project, with others helped
Bowtech being awarded the Subsea UK 2012 Global Export Award.

This project followed the Subsea 2011 exhibition, where Mike
Winstanley, Sales Director at Bowtech, was introduced to a number of
key officials from Petrobras, by the UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) team
from Brazil.

Winning the 2012 Global Export Award demonstrates Bowtech’s
ability to adapt in new markets and deliver project solutions to meet
demanding underwater applications, through to completion. This is
confirmed, as the same contractor has employed more HD vision
systems, on contract in the North Sea.

Mike then took part in a UK Trade & Investment (UKTI), Scottish
Development International (SDI) and Subsea UK trade mission
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Oldham Engineering Ltd
– Working with Government
& Regional Authorities for
Over 150 Years
Today it is difficult to understand
what life was like before the
invention of the television in
1925 or telephone in 1876.
However, in 1861 at the end of the
industrial revolution, a couple of
entrepreneurs saw an opening
to supply millwright work to the
Oldham Corporation, a Regional
Council at the time. Oldham
Engineering Ltd was subsequently
formed and celebrated its 150th
anniversary last year.

Steam Engine
built by Oldham
Engineering in 1883

Today, Oldham Engineering Ltd is
a premier supplier to the Nuclear,
Offshore, Subsea, Defence and General
Engineering sectors. With a culture of
continuous improvement, an 80,000sqft
facility and investment in the latest
machine tool technology, the company
excels in managing turnkey projects
specifically with medium to heavy
engineering content.

the same roof, enabling a high level of
quality control and project management
to successfully deliver projects on time.

Back in 1861, Oldham Engineering,
previously named Buckley and Taylor,
supplied Valves for the waterworks
schemes and made a name for
themselves in the 1860’s in the
production of steam engines. Their
founder, Mr. Buckley, became a member
of the Oldham Council in 1876 in his
pursuit to further help develop UK
industry.

• Vertical lathes to machine up to
Ø2.1m (Ø6.9 ft)

In the 1930’s, with the demise of engine
manufacture, Oldham Engineering
diversified into the marine industry,
manufacturing marine auxiliary
equipment, heat exchangers and
distillation plants. Their equipment was
used worldwide by foreign governments,
companies, commercial ships, cruise
liners and ships of the British Admiralty.
Today, Oldham Engineering Ltd is able to
fabricate, stress relieve, machine, blast,
paint and assemble products all under

Oldham Engineering has an extensive
range of 2, 3 and 4 Axis CNC machine
tools, for light, medium and heavy
manufacture. Capabilities include;
• Floor Boring with 13m (42.7 feet)
bed capacity

• 30 tonnes capacity Rotary Tables
(5 axis)
• Horizontal machining with 10m
(32.8 feet) bed
The company manufacture many
components for the Subsea industry
including; Female and Male Ball
grabbers, Anchors and Rudders
amongst others.

In Spring 2012, Oldham
Engineering obtained grant
support from Manchester Council
to allow the company to invest
in a new 4 axis Soraluce floor
boring machining centre, capable
of machining components up to
10m long and over 3m high in a
single operation.
This latest machine tool development is
part of a significant capital investment
program over the next 12 months, which
will help to ensure Oldham Engineering
maintains its leading premier position
in the UK engineering sector and
continues to service present and future
Governments, Regional Authorities and
associated partners.

Images from left to right: Machining a Split Centrifugal Pump Casing,
Machining a Male Ball Grabber and Oldham Engineering’s new Soraluce Machining Centre
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